X Please note this is only a preliminary translation to provide a general understanding of the liturgy. >

jin shan u zhi Ilang huang bao chan juan si
Treasured Repentance of the Emperor of Llang — Imperially Commissioned
at Jinshan: Scroll Four
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Waters of the Cao Creek all flow to the East. Sweet dew in Avalokitesvara’s vase eradicates calamities.
Ghee poured over one's crown cleanses all dusts and defilements. Wherever the willow sprig sprinkles,
the scorched and withered are quenched. In one’s throat, sweet dew is an exquisite serum.

Homage to the Universal Offering Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas!
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Prayer of Entering Repentance
Respectully listen! In the wondrous one, the four wisdoms are perfectly illuminated. Solemnly, he is like
a bright moon among the stars. With the sound of the four unobstructed eloguences, his discourses reach
beyond the present kalpa. Moving the four hearts in the four evil realms, it allows us to leave the four
forms and the four forms of birth. Trusting the Buddha’s expansive benevolence and the saints’ virtues,
we only wish that the one of great compassion will see our sincerity. We conduct this offeringof The
Compassionate Place of Enlightenment Repentance on behalf of the assembly wishing for repentance
this morning. We are now entering the fourth scroll. The four Siddham people’s four rituals involve
being mindful of conservation and sincerity, bowing with a righteous mind and body. The bottles

contain spring flowers from three islands, the censer burning eighteen grams of incense canopies, and
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the lamps burn of wisdom. Offering like Cunda, we bow and circumambulate. Reciting and praising,
sincerely, we ask for repentance. May all remember the assembly wishing for repentance. From the
distant kalpas until this life, we have been lost in the four form bodies, born of four forms, and had four
kinds of distorted views. We broke the four kinds of precepts and etiquette. From confusion to
confusion, suffering to suffering, we were swayed by our surroundings and followed our defilements,
leading to floundering in the waters of attachment. Our ignorance is heavy and deep, our afflictions like
glue and paint. Relying on the great Dharma, we are able to resolve them. We are now happy, our bones
and muscles inscribed with the flow of great virtue. Single-mindedly repenting. Gazing up, we prostrate
to the One of Great Compassion, invisibly imbuing us with supportive aid!
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The thirty-two solemnly adorned and subtly wondrous marks
Are cultivated over three great asamkhyeya kalpas.

With a face like the full moon and eyes like lotus blossoms,
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All in the heavens above and in the human realm [below] reverently pay respects.

Initiating and employing the Repentance-Dharma of the Kind and Compassionate Sanctuary of
Awakening, single-mindedly, we seek refuge in the myriad buddhas of the three time periods!
Homage to the Past Vipasyin Buddha

Homage to Sikhin Buddha

Homage to Visvabhii Buddha

Homage to Krakucchanda Buddha

Homage to Kanakamuni Buddha

Homage to Kasyapa Buddha

Homage to Our Teacher, Sakyamuni Buddha

Homage to Maitreya, the Future Buddha
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Homage to Our Teacher, Sakyamuni Buddha!

wu shang shen shén wéi miao fa bai gian wan jié nan zao yu
g0 % R Mo w FcF + § B o @

wo jin jian wén dé shou chi yuan jié ra lai zhén shi yi
AL L R O® % B fR4c kK BOF K-
The unsurpassed, profound, and subtly wondrous Dharma,

Is difficult to encounter in hundreds of thousands of myriad kalpas.

Today we see, hear, receive, and uphold it,

Vowing to understand the Tathagata’s true meaning!
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[Kind and Compassionate Sanctuary of Awakening Repentance Dharma: Scroll Four]
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Manifestation of Retribution: Chapter 7 (continued)

In today’s Dharma assembly, we, who have common karma, earnestly listen to the Dharma with
full concentration. At one time, Sakyamuni Buddha and his disciples were at the Karanda bamboo
garden of Rajagrha. In his meditation, Maudgalyayana saw some hungry ghosts along the banks of the
Ganges River. The hungry ghosts were suffering from different retributions. When they saw
Maudgalyayana, they respectfully approached him and asked the reason of their sufferings. One hungry
ghost asked: “In my present life, I have been suffering from hunger and thirst. At one time, I tried to
consume waste from a toilet and was stopped by a powerful ghost at the toilet. He struck me with a staff.
What caused such retribution?”” Maudgalyayana replied: “In your past live, you were an abbot of a
temple. There was one time that a monk came to the temple and asked for some food. You miserly
refused to give him anything. After he left, you had your meal with other members of the temple.
Because of your selfishness and refusal, you receive such sufferings in this life. Your retribution is in the
hells.”

There was another ghost who asked Maudgalyayana: “I was born with a big copper jar filled
with molten copper on my shoulder. I frequently and uncontrollably pour the molten copper on my head
with a scoop. The pain is unbearable. What causes such retribution?”” Maudgalyayana replied: “In your
past live, you were a Karmadana (duty-distributor, second in command of a monastery). You
intentionally kept a bottle of butter from the guests. After they left, you shared the butter with other
members of the temple. The butter belonged to the temple and should have been shared with others.
Because of your selfishness and refusal, you receive such sufferings in this life. Your retribution is in the
hells.”

There was another ghost who asked Maudgalyayana: “In my present life, | always swallow hot
iron. What causes this retribution?” Maudgalyayana replied: “In your past live, you were a Sramanera.
While you were using water to make rock sugar syrup, you chipped a small piece off the rock sugar and
ate it before others. Because of your stealing offense, you receive such sufferings in this life. Your
retribution is in the hells.”

In today’s Dharma assembly, we, who have common karma, should feel great fear after listening
to what Maudgalyayana described. It is possible that we had committed such offenses as well. Because
of our ignorance, we are unable to remember what we did. For the immeasurable offenses that we had
committed in the past and would receive retribution in the future, today, we, sincerely take refuge in the
world’s most compassionate fathers. We repent on behalf of all the hungry ghosts of the ten directions in
all worlds, our parents, teachers, elders, the Sangha, the virtuous and evil advisors, and all the sentient
beings of the ten directions, four forms, and six realms. We pray that all the offenses that we committed
are eradicated. We vow to not commit more offenses. We pray respectfully to all the Buddhas in the ten
directions.

The following Thousand Buddhas of the Bhadra Kalpa are from the Three Thousand Buddhas of the
Three Kalpas Sutra.
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We seek refuge in the Buddha! We seek refuge in the Dharma! We seek refuge in the Sangha!

Again, we take refuge in all the triple gems in all realms in the ten directions. Today, we rely on
the compassionate power of the Buddhas to save all the sentient beings suffering in the realm of hungry
ghosts. We pray to the Buddhas to save all sentient beings in the realms of hell, animals, and humans
from immeasurable sufferings. We pray to the Buddhas so sentient beings can end the three hindrances,
five fears of beginners in the Bodhisattva way, attain the eight stages of mental concentration and then
bring forth the four universal vows of a Bodhisattva. We pray to the Buddhas that through cultivation,
we gain enough merits to attend the Dharma assembly of Buddha and receive his teachings in person.
May we end all afflictions, appear in all Buddha Land at will, and attain supreme enlightenment.

In today’s Dharma assembly, we, who have common karma, earnestly listen with full
concentration. Continuing with the time that Sakyamuni Buddha and his disciples were in Rajagrha, at
the southeastern side of the city, there was a foul pond full of filth and waste. A gigantic worm lived in
the pond. This attracted many visitors, including Ananda. After the Buddha heard what Ananda saw, he
and his disciples went to the pond. The disciples pondered that the Buddha would explain what offenses
the worm had committed that resulted in this retribution. The Buddha said to them, “After the nirvana of
Vipasyin Buddha, there were five hundred Bhiksus who passed by a temple. The abbot of the temple
happily asked them to stay and provided them abundant offerings. Later, there were five hundred
merchants who traveled to the temple after a treasure expedition in the sea. After the merchants saw how
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diligently the Bhiksus cultivated and decided to offer them precious Mani pearls. They left the pearls
with the Abbot. Unfortunately, the abbot became greedy and kept the pearls. The Bhiksus knew about
the incident and told the abbot that the pearls belonged to the merchants and were intended as an
offering. The Abbot replied, “The pearls were given to me. If you insist, | will give you some poop. If
you don’t leave right away, I will amputate your limbs and throw them into a cesspool. Saddened by his
stupidity, the Bhiksus quietly left. Because of this offense, he was born as this worm. After that, he will
fall into the hell and receive more sufferings.”

When the Buddha was still in Rajagrha, he saw a sentient being with a long and huge tongue that
was full of nails and flames. Day and night, he endured immense sufferings. Maudgalyayana asked the
Buddha, “What caused such retribution?” The Buddha replied, “In the past, he was an abbot of a temple.
He was very arrogant and frequently reprimanded other Bhiksus. He never offered food and drinks to
others. Because of this karmic offense, he received such retribution.”

The Buddha and his disciples saw a huge sentient being with a boiling cauldron full of molten
copper. The molten copper overflowed and burned his body incessantly. Maudgalyayana asked the
Buddha, “What offenses cause such retribution?”” The Buddha replied, “In the past, he was a director of
affairs in a temple. He refused to share oil donated by patrons of the temple with guest monks. After the
guests left, he only shared oil with the monks in the temple. Because of this offense, he received such
retribution.”

There was a sentient being with burning iron ball that entered through his head and exited
through his lower body. Maudgalyayana asked the Buddha, “What offenses cause such retribution?” The
Buddha replied, “In the past, he was a Sramanera in a temple. HHHge stole seven fruits from the
temple’s garden. After his death, he fell into the hells and suffered immeasurable sufferings. His karmic
retribution still hasn’t ended, so he is still suffering from this present retribution.”

There was a fish caught in a net with a hundred unique heads. When the Buddha saw it, he
entered the Samadhi of compassion. With the power of Samadhi, the fish was able to communicate in a
human language. The Buddha asked, “Where is your mother?” The fish replied, “My mother is a worm
in a toilet.” Buddha explained to all his disciples, “During the era of Kasyapa Buddha, the fish was a
Tripitaka Bhiksu. Unfortunately, the Tripitaka Bhiksu frequently used offensive language. Because of
this offense, he was born with multiple heads. Since his mother enjoyed the offerings intended for him,
she was born as the worm in the toilet.” The Buddha also said: “Those who suffer this retribution have
committed the offenses of offensive language and backbiting, which destroyed others’ harmony and
sowed discord and dissension. After their death, they fall into the hells. The warden uses hot iron rods to
burn their tongues. He uses an iron hook with three sharp blades to cut their tongues. After that, he uses
a plow to rupture their tongues. Then he uses a pestle to stab their throats. This punishment continues for
thousands of kalpas. After suffering in hell, they are born as birds in the animal realm. The Buddha said,
“The offenses of those who slander kings, parents, teachers and elders would be even more severe.”
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In today’s Dharma assembly, we, who have common karma, should feel great fear after listening
to what Buddha described. The difference between the good and evil paths is conspicuous. There is no
doubt about the law of cause and effect. We should repent our offenses diligently. Now we have read the
sutras and comprehended the law of cause and effect, we should not be lazy. Otherwise, we would not
be successful in repenting our offenses and attaining the Buddhahood. This is like a poor person who
dreams about delicious food but does not improve his conditions. It is not enough just to have the
intention if we want to cultivate the supreme and wonderful Dharma and guide sentient beings. After
having the intention, we should cultivate diligently. Today, we, with our body on the ground, and take
refuge in the world’s kindest and most compassionate ones. We repent on behalf of all the sentient
beings in the realms of hell, hungry ghosts, animals, and humans, our parents, teachers, elders,
knowledgeable and misguided people, and all relatives. We pray that all our past offenses are eradicated

and resolve never to repeat them. We respectfully take refuge in the worldly great compassionate father.
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Again, we take refuge in all the triple gems in all realms in the ten directions. We rely on the
power of compassion, great wisdom, inconceivable and unlimited at-will freedom guide to liberate all
the sentient beings in the six realms. We pray that all our sufferings and offenses of the three evils
realms are eradicated. We resolve never again to commit the five rebellious acts (Pancanantarya), the ten
evil deeds (Dasakusala), and consequently, never fall into the three evil destinies. Starting from today,
we resolve to abandon rebirth and attain birth in the pure land. We resolve to abandon the impermanent
life and attain the wisdom life. We resolve to abandon the retribution body and attain the Vajra body.
We resolve to abandon the sufferings of the evil destinies and attain the bliss of Nirvana. We resolve to
be mindful of the sufferings in the evil destinies and bring forth our Bodhi mind. We resolve to attain the
four immeasurable minds, six paramitas, the four unlimited Bodhisattva powers of reasoning, six
transcendental powers, and freedoms. We resolve to cultivate diligently and incessantly until we fulfill
the ten stages of a Bodhisattva. Then we resolve to return to guide and liberate all the sentient beings.
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Liberation From the Hells: Chapter 8

In today’s Dharma assembly, we, who have common karma, shall be aware that although there
are different paths, the underlying goal is the same. Good and evil are like brightness and darkness.
Good deeds result in being born as humans or in heaven while bad deeds result in the three evil realms.
Even though the contrast between good and evil is clear, ignorant people are still doubtful. They say the
realms of human and heaven are fictional and the realm of hell is not real. They do not know whether to
investigate the cause first and examine the effect later or examine the effect first and investigate the
cause later. They cannot differentiate between cause and effect. Not only do they insist on our own
worldly views but publish articles about these misguiding concepts. They regard themselves as
knowledgeable and think that what they say is real. Even when they are informed with the right views,
they reject those views. Like an arrow that drops to the ground, ignorant people will fall into the evil
realms. Not even their parents or children can save them. Without a choice, the ignorant proceed into a
burning wok. Their body and mind are crushed and the suffering is immense. At that moment it is too
late to regret for what has been done.

In today’s Dharma assembly, we, who have common karma, shall be aware that good and evil
deeds assist and accompany each other like a shadow to an object or like a sound to an instrument. The
retributions of good and evil deeds are sharply different. Good deeds result in blessings and evil deeds
result in sufferings. We should be always mindful of our thoughts. Now that everyone believes in the
cause and effect without doubt, let's try to understand what hell is. The sutra says: “In the trichiliocosm,
between the two rings of iron mountains, and among darkness, there is a place called Hell. The iron wall
surrounding it extends for sixteen million miles. Inside the hells, the ground is covered with iron floors
and iron nets cover above. The fire burns brightly in the city. There are many hells, such as Hell of
Failing Mountain, Hell of Darkness, Hell with Wheels of Knives, Hell with Jungle of Swords, Hell with
Iron Machinery, Hell with Jungle of Iron Spikes, Hell of Iron Fences, Hell of Caverns, Hell of Iron
Balls, Hell of Sharp Rocks, Hell with Charcoal Pits, Hell with Burning Jungles, Hell of Tigers and
Wolves, Hell of Wailing, Hell of Boiling Water, Hell of Stove with Burning Charcoal, Hell with
Mountains of Knives, Hell with Trees of Swords, Hell of Fire Grinder, Hell of Fire City, Hell of Copper
Pillar, Hell of Iron Bed, Hell of Fire Carriage, Hell of Fire Wheel, Hell of Copper Drinking, Hell of
Spitting Flames, Hell of Extremely Fierce Heat, Hell of Extremely Bitter Cold, Hell of Tongue Pulling,
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Hell of Body Nailing, Hell of Plowing, Hell of Chopping, Hell of Knives and Soldiers, Hell of
Massacre, Hell with River of Ash, Hell of Boiling Feces, Hell of Freezing Ice, Hell of Filthy Mud, Hell
of Ignorance, Hell of Crying, Hell of Deaf and Blind, Hell of Dumb, Hell of Iron Hook, and Hell of Iron
Beak, Hell of Muddy Plow, and the Avici Hell.

The Buddha explained to Ananda why the Avici Hell is named as such. Avici has many
meanings. The meanings include unlimited and cannot be rescued, unintermitted and unmovable,
extreme heat and extreme irritation, ceaseless, and flame and scorching heat. The Buddha told Ananda.
The length of the Avici Hell extends for 320,000 miles. In the Avici Hell, there are seven layers of walls
made of iron and seven layers of iron fences. There are eighteen different site; surrounded by seven
layers of jungles of knives. Inside the cities, there are jungles of swords. Each of the 18 different sites
has 84,000 layers. The four corners are guarded by four huge copper dogs. These dogs' eyes are like
lightning, their teeth are like jungles of swords and mountains of knives and their tongues are like iron
spikes. Their bodies are full of flames and their stench is unbearable. There are also 18 wardens with
heads like raksasas and mouths like yaksas. Their 64 bulging eyes that resemble iron balls. Their teeth
extend upwards for 160 miles. Their teeth emit flames that burn the Avici City, turning the city into
molten copper. On each of the warden’s head, there are eight bull heads. Each bull head has 18 horns.
Each horn emits fire that turns into 18 fire nets. The nets then turn into large wheel of knives. Positioned
closed to each other, the wheels filled up the entire Avici Hell. The tongues of the copper dogs look like
iron thorns and extend to the ground. The tongues transform into immeasurable tongues and fill up Avici
City. In the seven layered city, there are seven iron pennants. Fire bursts from the top of the pennants
like boiling geysers, filling up the entire Avici City. On the door steps of the four city doors, there are 18
pots. Boiling molten copper gushes out from the container, filling up the entire Avici City. Inside the
city there are 84,000 huge pythons that emit toxic gas and fire. The pythons howl like a thunder and
falling iron balls. The sufferings in the city are innumerable. The extreme sufferings are in this city.
There are also 5 billion worms, each with 84,000 mouths. Fire pours from their mouths like rain, filling
up the entire Avici City. The flames illuminate 3.36 million miles.

The Buddha told Ananda that sentient beings who killed their parents and insulted their family
will see 18 golden carriages with precious canopies at the time of their death. These carriages are the
transformation of the copper dogs. Additionally, all the fire transforms into beautiful jade maidens. The
offenders become very happy when they see these images. They long to join them. At their dying
moment, they feel very cold and seek warmth. The carriages that they are riding burst into flames. At
this instant, they die. The jade maidens turned into iron axes and chop their bodies. Fire forms on their
lower bodies burns like a turning wheel. Instantly, they fall into the Great Avici Hell. Their sufferings
begin from the top layer to the bottom layer. The copper dogs bark loudly and maw their bones and
marrow. The warden and raksasas poke them with large iron forks. Their whole bodies are on fire. Iron
nets and many knives penetrate their pores.

King Yama scolds them loudly, “You ignorant and guilty people, when you were alive you were
not filial and respectful to your parents. You were deviant, arrogant, and immoral. Now you are born in
the Avici Hell. You were ungrateful and without remorse. Therefore, you deserve these sufferings.” He
will then disappear after saying those remarks. Immediately the wardens steer the offenders from the
bottom layer to the top layer. They pass through eighty four thousand layers. It took one day and one
night to travel through the entire Avici Hell. One day and one night in Avici Hell is equivalent to sixty
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small kalpas in Jambudvipa (our world). The offenders have a life span of one great kalpa in the Avici
Hell.
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The offenders of the five grave offenses have no remorse in carrying out those five rebellious
acts. Because of these offenses, when they die, there are 18 types of hot wind that slice their bodies like
sharp knives. Feeling hot, they long for shelter under the shade of a big tree. At the moment of this
thought, the 84,000 evil jungles of swords in the Avici Hell transform into precious fruit trees. The fire
transforms into lotuses. When the offenders see this, they say their wishes have come true and sit on top
of the lotuses. Soon after that, worms with iron beaks appear from the flowers and penetrate their bones,
marrow, hearts, and brains. Countless swords and knives slice their flesh and bones from the top. They
also encounter 18 sufferings such as fiery carriage and burning stoves. They suffer repeatedly in the fire,
molten copper, and swords. The offenders of the five rebellious acts suffer these offenses for five kalpas.

There are sentient beings who cause others to break the precepts. They slander others and they
have deviant views. They do not recognize the law of cause and effect. They influence others to stop
cultivating. They damaged the Buddhas of the ten directions. They steal from the temples. They do feel
remorseful of their evil deeds. When they are about to die, knife-like winds slice their bodies. They are
agitated because they feel like they are being beaten harshly. Their minds are out of control and filled
with wild imaginations. They view all family members in the household as filthy. They see feces and
urine with unbearable stench overflowing the house. At this instant, the offenders wonder why there is
no pleasant city or woods as a sanctuary. Immediately, the wardens and raksasas raise the Avici Hell
with their iron forks. Forests of knives transform into precious trees and cool ponds. Fire transforms into
golden lotus flowers. Worms with iron beaks transform into swans. The wailing of the hell sounds like
beautiful melodies. When the offenders hear this, they long to travel there. With this thought, they sit on
top of the fiery lotus flowers. Worms with iron beaks peck their bodies. Hundreds and thousands of iron
wheels enter through their heads. Countless iron forks pierce their eyes. Copper dogs that transform into
countless iron dogs rip their bodies apart and gnaw at their hearts. Their bodies are like iron flowers.
Each of the flowers has eighty four thousand leaves. Their limbs are on the tip of each leaf. Their bodies
fit snugly into such big hell. The offenders fall into such hell and endure the sufferings for eighty-four
thousand great kalpas. After this Niraya (joyless) hell ends, they enter the eighteen hells in the east and
endure the same sufferings. There are eighteen hells each in the south, west, and north. By slandering
the Vaipulya sutras, they commit the five rebellious acts. They also commit other offenses by harming
virtuous sages and ending the good roots of others. Their bodies fill Avici Hell and their limbs fill the
eighteen layers. Avici Hell burns all these guilty sentient beings. Towards the end of the kalpa, the
eastern city gate opens. The offenders see streams with crystal clear water and trees full of fruits outside
the eastern city gate. When they reach the doorstep, the wardens and raksasas pierce their eyes with iron
forks and the copper dogs maw their hearts. After dying of suffocation, they come back to life. Then
they see the southern city gate opens and endure the similar sufferings. The same sufferings repeat at the
western and northern city gates for half a kalpa. After that, they are reborn in the Freezing Hell. When
the Freezing Hell ends, they are reborn as big worms in dark places. For eighty million years, they
cannot see in the dark and can only move by crawling. They have very dull faculties and little
knowledge. They are eaten by foxes and wolves. After that, they are reborn in the realm of animals. For
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fifty million years, they are born as birds and animals. After that, they are reborn in the realm of human.
They suffer from deafness, blindness, dumbness, skin disease, ulcer, poverty, and unprivileged origin.
After five hundred lives, they are reborn in the realm of hungry ghost. In there, they meet benevolent
and knowledgeable people. The Bodhisattvas will scold them, “In your countless previous lives, you
committed limitless offenses. You slander and do not believe the Triple Gems. You fell into the Avici
Hell and endured many unspeakable sufferings. Now you should bring forth the compassionate mind!”
Hearing that, the hungry ghosts recite, “Namo Buddha (I take refuge in the Buddha).” Upon Buddha’s
blessing, they die and are immediately reborn in the Heaven of Four Kings. In heaven, they repent and
bring forth the Bodhi mind. The Buddhas do not desert these offenders. Instead the Buddhas
compassionately embrace and guide them. Rahula asked the sentient beings to avoid the hells. The
Buddha told the great king, “’You should know that the Buddha mind always illuminates the sentient
beings who are suffering in the Avici Hell. The Buddha mind constantly forms affinity with these
utmost evil sentient beings. With the power of the Buddha mind, these evil people bring forth the Bodhi
mind after many kalpas.”

In today’s Dharma assembly, we, who have common karma, should collect our minds and
prevent them from going unrestrained after hearing what the Buddha, the World Honored One,
described about the sufferings. If we don’t diligently cultivate the Bodhisattva path, we could suffer in
these hells. Today, we sincerely take refuge in the world most compassionate father. We do so on the
behalf of all the sentient beings who are suffering in the Avici Hell, all the sentient beings who will be
suffering in the Avici Hell and all the sentient beings who are suffering and who will be suffering in all
the hells of the ten directions.
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Again, we take refuge in all the Triple Gem in all realms in the ten directions. We prostrate to the
immeasurable Buddha images and statues in the ten directions and end of emptiness such as the gold
Buddha statue and sandalwood Buddha statue built by King Udayana, the bronze Buddha statue built by
King Asoka, the stone Buddha statues in central Wu, jade Buddha statues in Simhala (Sri Lanka), and
Buddha statues made from gold, silver, lapis lazuli, coral, amber, agate, cornelian, pearl, Mani gem, and
Jambu-river gold from many countries. We also prostrate to the relics of Tathagatas in the ten directions:
all the hair stupas, all the teeth stupas, all the nail stupas, skull stupas, all the Sarira stupas, robe stupas,
spoon and alms-bowl stupas, bathing accessories stupas, staff stupas, and others.

Again, we take refuge in the stupas where the Buddhas were born, attained enlightenment, turned
the Dharma Wheel, Nirvana stupas, Prabhutaratna Buddha’s stupas, the 84,000 stupas built by King
Asoka, heaven stupas, stupas of the human realm, dragon king stupas, and all other precious stupas.

Again we take refuge in the all the Buddhas, Dharma, virtues ones, and sages in the ten
directions and end of emptiness. We pray that their power of compassion, power of consoling the
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sentient beings, immeasurable power of at-will freedom, and immeasurable supernatural power will
embrace and guide today’s Dharma assembly. We repent on behalf of all the sentient beings in the Avici
hell. We repent on behalf of all the sentient beings in the hells of ten directions. We repent on behalf of
our parents, teachers, elders, their families, and relatives. We wish to use the water of great compassion
to cleanse the offenses of all the sentient beings suffering in the Avici Hell and other hells. We wish to
cleanse the offenses of our parents, teachers, elders, their families, and relatives of the people who
repent in today’s Dharma assembly. We wish to cleanse the offenses of all the sentient beings in the six
realms and purify this place of enlightenment.

Starting from today until attaining the Buddhahood, we pray that all the sentient beings can
eradicate all sufferings in the Avici Hell and all unspeakable sufferings in other hells of the ten
directions and end of emptiness. We wish to no longer fall into the hell, commit the ten evil deeds,
commit the five rebellious acts, and endure all sufferings and afflictions. We pray to eradicate all the
offenses. We resolve to abandon birth in the hell and attain birth in the Pure Land. We resolve to
abandon life in the hell and attain wisdom life. We resolve to abandon body in the hell and attain the
Vajra body. We resolve to abandon the sufferings of the hell and attain the bliss of Nirvana. We resolve
to be mindful of the sufferings in the hell and bring forth our Bodhi mind. We resolve to attain the four
immeasurable mind, six perfections, the four unlimited Bodhisattva powers of reasoning, six
transcendental powers, and at-will freedoms. We resolve to possess complete wisdom and cultivate the
Bodhi path diligently and incessantly until we reach the ten stages of a Bodhisattva path. We resolve to
attain the Vajra mind and perfect Enlightenment. Then we resolve to return to liberate all the sentient
beings in the ten directions. In today’s Dharma assembly, we, who have common karma, should realize
that there are many sufferings in the various hells. We are unable to describe all these sufferings. We can
refer to the sutras for more detail descriptions. The sutra stated that because of an evil thought, King
Yama became in charge of the hell. King Yama has to endure many sufferings himself in the hell. In his
previous life, King Yama was the king of Vaisali. After he lost a war to King Vetosi, he vowed that in
his next life he will be the master of the hell so he could punish his enemy. His eighteen chief officials
and millions of soldiers vowed to follow him to the hell. King Vaisali is the present King Yama. His
eighteen chief officials are the present masters of the eighteen hells. His millions of soldiers are the
present ox-head wardens. King Yama is under the jurisdiction of the Northern Heavenly King
Vaisravana.

The Long Agama Sutra stated that King Yama resides at the south of Jambudvipa, inside Vajra
Mountain. His palace extends for sixteen thousand Yojanas. The Hell Sutra stated that King Yama
resides in a palace that extends for thirty thousand Li. The palace is made from copper and iron. Three
times a day, a pot filled with molten copper automatically appears in front of King Yama. Then a big
warden orders him to recline on a hot iron bed. The warden then uses an iron hook to force open King
Yama’s mouth and pour molten copper into it. His entire body from throat down is badly burned. The
same experience happens to his chief officials.

The masters of the eighteen hells are: (1) Jia Yan in Niraya Hell (2) Qu Zun in Mountain of
Knives Hell (3) Fei Shou in Burning Sand Hell (4) Fei Qu in Boiling Feces Hell (5) Jia Shi in Black Ear
Hell (6) Kan Suo in Burning Carriage Hell (7) Shang Wei in Boiling Liquid Hell (8) Tie Jia Ran in Iron
Bed Hell (9) E Sheng in Crushing Mountain (10) Shen Yin in Freezing Hell (11) Pi Jia in Skinning Hell
(12) Yao Tou in Animal Hell (13) Ti Bo in Soldier Hell (14) Yi Da in Iron Grind Hell (15) Yue Tou in
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Ash River Hell (16) Chuan Gu in Iron Chain Hell (17) Ming Shen in Maggot Hell (18) Guan Shen in
Molten Copper Hell. Within each of the 18 hells, there are countless other hells.

The ox-head wardens are very cruel and wicked. When they see that the sentient beings are
suffering from the evil retribution, they worry that the punishments are not severe enough. When asked
why they have no mercy for the suffering beings, they say: "These sufferers disrespected and were
unkind to their parents, slandered the Buddha and Dharma, slandered the virtuous ones and sages,
scolded and insulted their families and relatives, disrespected their teachers and elders, harmed others,
used evil words and backbit, engaged in flattery and jealousy, forcibly separated loved ones, angrily
killed others, greedily cheated others, engaged in immoral livelihood, immoral requests, and deviant
views, exhibited indolent and unrestrained behavior, and created resentment. Upon their release, | warn
them about the unbearable sufferings. | advise them not to repeat their offenses. However, these
offenders are unrepentant and return immediately after their release. Oblivious to the pain and
sufferings, they remain in the cycle of birth and death. Since | am tired of punishing these offenders
kalpa after kalpa, | no longer have any mercy for them. I inflict harsh punishment on them, hoping that
they realize the sufferings, remorse, and shame. | wish that they do not return. Unfortunately, these
sentient beings refuse to do good deeds. Being ignorant, they do not know how to avoid sufferings and
seek blissfulness. Therefore, their sufferings are more than the ones in the human realm. There is no
reason for me to have any mercy and tolerance on them.”

In today’s Dharma assembly, we, who have common karma, should believe the above account
by comparing the hell with the human prison. For example, there is always someone who gets in and out
of the prison repeatedly. After the third time, even his own family and relatives no longer have pity and
can’t help him. Similarly, the ox-head wardens witness those sentient beings who get in and out of the
hell. Upon their release, they should realize the sufferings and thus change their behaviors. Otherwise,
they will fall into evil destinies forever. The resentment in three periods of time follows the law of cause
and effect. Good and evil are inter-chained and endless. The effect of retribution is evident. Those who
had done evil deeds will endure immense sufferings in the hell. After the retribution in hell ends, they
fall into the realm of animal and then the realm of hungry ghost. They experience countless lives and
endure countless sufferings. How can we not cultivate the Bodhisattva path immediately? Today, with
utmost sincerity, we repent on behalf of the hells of the ten directions, King Yama and his officials, ox-
head wardens and their families and relatives, the realm of hungry ghost, the spirit of hungry ghosts and
their families and relatives, the realm of animal, spirit of animals and their families and relatives, and all
countless sentient beings of the directions. We resolve to correct our past behavior and cultivate good
deeds in the future. We resolve to never commit evil deeds. We pray that our past offenses can be
eradicated. We resolve to never commit any new offenses. We pray that all the Buddhas in the ten
directions will save, protect, and embrace all sentient beings with their inconceivable mastery of
spiritual power. We pray that all sentient beings are liberated. We take refuge in the world’s most
compassionate father.
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Again, we take refuge in all the Triple Gem in all realms in the ten directions. We pray that the
mastery and spiritual power of the Buddha saves and liberates the hells, King Yama, his officials, and
the family and relatives in all the hells, the ox-head warden, and all beings who are suffering. We pray
that from today all these sentient beings are liberated and their offenses and retribution are eradicated.
Starting from today, all these sentient beings will sever the karma of hell forever and will never fall into
the three evil destinies. We resolve to abandon the birth in hell and attain the birth in the Pure Land. We
resolve to abandon the life in hell and attain the life of wisdom. We resolve to abandon the body in hell
and attain the Vajra body. We resolve to abandon the sufferings in hell and attain the bliss of Nirvana.
We resolve to be mindful of the sufferings in hell and bring forth their Bodhi mind. We resolve to bring
forth the Bodhi mind. We resolve to always cultivate the four immeasurable minds and six perfections.
We resolve to attain the four unlimited Bodhisattva powers of reasoning, six supernatural powers, and
at-will freedoms. We resolve to cultivate the Bodhi path diligently and incessantly until we reach the ten
stages of a Bodhisattva path (Dasabhuni). Then we resolve to return to guide and liberate all the sentient
beings in attaining the Vajra mind and perfect enlightenment.
Kind and Compassionate Sanctuary of Awakening Repentance Dharma: Scroll Four (end)
Ripa ripate kuha kuhate tranite nigalate vimarite mahagate jamlamcamte svaha!
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The Law of cause and effect goes accordingly with logical reasoning. The Iron City is large enough to
fill the trichiliocosm. Its suffering prepares connections. Paying respects to the golden saint, we leave all
sufferings and torture.
Homage to the Flaming Wisdom Stage of Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas!
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Prayer of Exiting Repentance
Above and beneath the heavens, the Buddha is the only honored one. Within and beyond the world, the
Dharma is the most profound. Sweet dew universally moistens the trichiliocosm. The fragrance of Bodhi
spreads through the human realm. With the most relaxing light of white jade and a body of gold, we
earnestly pray that he will reveal his splendor. We only wish that great compassionate one mercifully
receives us. We conduct this service on behalf of the assembly requesting repentance. We have just
finished the fourth scroll of The Compassionate Place of Enlightenment Repentance. Their power
manifests as smoke, their compassion heavily moving. Each thought is filled with sincerity. The
auspicious incense smoke rises and sinks into the water as the candles spit out Udumbara blossoms. We
offer heavenly food and the flavor of meditational joy. The bells are followed by the sound of heavenly
music and wondrous singing. Collecting virtues, we benefit all sentient beings. We transfer this merit to
the awakened golden figure with the benevolence of a full moon, to the true commentaries, complete or
not, and to assembly of saints whether they are learned or not. May the spirits in the heavens, on earth,
and in the human realm see our efforts and allow our benevolent light to give rise to merits. We conduct
this service on behalf of the assembly wishing for repentance. This repentance eradicates four types of
worry, allowing us to enter the Dhyana of four emptinesses.We also wish that the causes for the four
forms of birth melt like snow being poured on with soup and that the four lasting afflictions and
defilements melt like the sun on ice. May we leave the four flows and the river of attachment’s current.
May we soon achieve the four virtues and go to the land of joy. May the four peaceful practices be
revealed and our four great vows solid. May our past parents be liberated and our enemies and relatives
attain the fruit of Bodhi. We now, having repented according to this text, are afraid that our past offenses
are hard to eradicate. Again, toiling respectfully to the assembly, we ask for for repentance.
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We wish that the merits from the fourth scroll of Emperor Liang’s Repentance will eradicate the
devotees’ Four Heavy Offenses. We personally enter the Bodhisattvas’ Flaming Wisdom Stage.
Wherever this repentance is held, the offenses fly away like flowers. We have unraveled past hatreds,
extinguished past offenses. Doing so, our disasters are avoided and our fortune and wisdom are
increased. We wish to meet again at the three assemblies of the Dragon Flower, where Maitreya Buddha
will personally receive us.

Homage to the Dragon Flower Assembly of Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas!
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We have now finished the fourth scroll of Emperor Liang’s Repentance. We forward this merit to the
Four Kindnesses and Triple Realm. The participants of the repentance will have their blessings and
longevity enhanced. We use the Dharma water to wash away our offenses. Our only wish is for the
deceased to travel west. May the Bodhisattvas of the Flaming Wisdom Stage accept our only wish!
Homage to Ascending the Path of Clouds Bodhisattva-Mahasattvas!
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I seek refuge in the Buddha, wishing that all sentient beings understand the great Path and make the
greatest vow!

I seek refuge in the Dharma, wishing that all sentient beings deeply study the sutra treasury and acquire
an ocean of wisdom!

I seek refuge in the Sangha, wishing that all sentient beings lead the congregation without any

obstruction!
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A Prayer for the Treasured Repentance of the Emperor of Liang
by Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Fo Guang Shan
Oh great, compassionate Buddha!
Through innumerable kalpas,
We, ordinary beings, have created infinite unwholesome karma;
Thank you, Buddha, for granting us the method for repenting
To wash away and cleanse our impure bodies and minds,
To let us escape the prison of worries and suffering, and start anew.
Like Ajatasatru, a king of Magadha who killed his father, King Bimbisara, and later repented,
And was able to eliminate such evil karma;
Like Empress Chi of the Liang Dynasty, who repented
And was able to avert suffering and obtain happiness;
Like Yuan Liaofan of the Ming Dynasty, who repented and was able to obtain what he wishedfor;
Like Sun Qingyang, whose countenance became more elegant because of paying reverence.
They left anecdotes of repentance for the world to eliminate wrongdoings
And also established models of the courage to correct mistakes.
Oh great, compassionate Buddha!
"All the unwholesome karma that was created in the past
"By greed, anger, and ignorance "In innumerable kalpas,
"And from the body, speech, and mind:
"l now repent them all.”
In the life of this human world,
We often become slaves to love and affection, because our eyes indulge in all physical forms;
We often misunderstand our purity of intrinsic nature, because our ears grasp at sounds;
We often accept the mundane conditions of the world, because our noses cling to fragrance;
We often commit the boundless karma of wrongdoings, because our mouths speak harsh words;
We often encroach on others' possessions, because our bodies desire worldly matters;
We often accumulate many worries, because our minds arouse greed, anger, and ignorance.
All these vices are truly deep, vast, and boundless;
Until now, recalling these, | have cried bitterly, and am extremely ashamed and regretful;
I can only follow the model of the Treasured Repentance of the Emperor of Liang
To prostrate myself sincerely and openly state my past karma of wrongdoings:
Please bless me with your great light;
Please protect and support me with your compassion:
To reinforce my strength; to fortify my benevolent thoughts;
To allow my past wrongdoings to be quickly eliminated; to allow my future wrongdoings to be averted.
From this day on:
I will learn to observe with eyes of compassion,
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Eyes of wisdom, eyes of Dharma, and eyes of Buddha,

To clearly understand the true reality of the world;

I will learn to be a good listener, to listen attentively,

To listen to both sides, and to listen thoroughly, to prevent gossip;

I will learn to speak kind words, to do good deeds,

And to have good intentions to spread the seeds of “the Three Good Deeds";

I will learn to have regard for kindness and justice, morality and gratitude,

To promote the moral principles of "the Three Righteousnesses."

Oh great, compassionate Buddha!

Please give witness:

May all the merits of all good roots of repentance

Be transferred to Anuttara-samyak-sambodhi, the unexcelled complete enlightenment.
May all sentient beings in the dharma realms:

Eliminate the hindrance of past karma, and have all their senses be free from defilement:
Have no anxiety and have no anger, and be happy and peaceful;

Be free from fear and be at ease without obstacles;

Be reborn in the Pure Land together and attain nirvana.

Oh great, compassionate Buddha, please accept my sincerest prayer!

Oh great, compassionate Buddha, please accept my sincerest prayer!
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May kindness, compassion, joy, and equanimity fill all Dharma Realms;

May we cherish our blessings and create affinities benefitting heaven and earth;

May we practice Chan, Pure Land, precepts, and the patience of equality;
May we be humble, grateful, and bear a mind of great vows!
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